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Abstract

Forecasting changes in military technologies has significant impacts on determining the future battlefield
environment, tactics, operations, and the management of defense research and development (R&D) investments.
In the 1990s, following the collapse of the Soviet Union, a series of forecasts were made regarding the
emergence of defense technologies and the development of future weapon systems up to the year 2020. These
forecasts covered a wide range of systems, including unmanned systems, artillery, missiles, and electronic
weapons. In this article, a quantitative and qualitative assessment of the accuracy of this group of forecasts—
mainly in the field of land warfare technologies—is carried out. The overall accuracy, based on multiple criteria,
is evaluated as very high, at approximately 0.76. Major differences in accuracy are generally observed between
forecasts related to information acquisition and processing technologies and those aimed at physical effects. The
evaluations are based on information available in open sources, which, according to experts, has not been
considered a significant limiting factor in the assessment process.
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